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Using what you have learnt in the previous research activity, take a metaphorical walk around the 
neighbourhood of your novel. Close your eyes and wander with intention. Have your pen at the 
ready, as you “stroll” and take a moment to record the impressions that come to you.

Make sure you jot down any relevant sensory information. What would your characters be able to 
smell? Polishing agents from the local blacking factory? Or perhaps, manure from the many horse-
drawn carriages?  What would they hear? Church bells? Wiley street vendors touting their wares? 
How might your impressions shift if you were to "journey" under the cover of darkness? 

If you need further inspiration, why not take a leaf out of Charles Dickens’ book and find your own 
"magic lantern" by strolling around an evocative location?

When you have sufficient material, come back to the twenty-first century and incorporate these 
impressions into a scene of your own.

Why not post your draft under #CLiCCreative, or by tagging us @CLiC_fiction on Twitter?

 

W R I T I N G  AC T I V I T Y:  A  S T E P  B AC K  I N  T I M E

Glasgow, Saturday Night (c. 1870) by John Atkinson Grimshaw, via Wikimedia Commons.
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